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Going West
One of the newest and most featured 

building additions to the College of DuPage, 
in the Chicago suburb of Glen Ellyn, Ill., 
has been integrated into the existing campus 
using a 96-ft clear-span pedestrian bridge. 
The bridge links the new Health Careers 
and Natural Sciences building to the existing 
student union. It consists of two traditional 
Warren type trusses supported at each end on 
steel columns. Truss verticals and diagonals 
are composed of architecturally exposed HSS 
sections. An AESS criterion was specified for 
the truss elements and connections to ensure 
a finished look for the exposed portions.

Our specifications required members 
indicated as AESS to be in compliance with 
the AISC Code of Standard Practice for Steel 
Buildings and Bridges, Chapter 10. In addi-
tion we have unique specification language 
regarding the fabrication, connection, surface 
preparation, and finishing of AESS members 
to satisfy the architect’s desired look. 

The pedestrian bridge began as an alter-

nate, but thanks to a favorable bidding envi-
ronment, it was able to become a reality. It is 
clad in alternating clear and translucent glass 
panels that match the exterior of the adjacent 
building and provide a distinctive addition 
and contemporary look to the growing Col-
lege of DuPage campus.

The many pedestrian bridges on college 
campuses, although sometimes overlooked 
among the buildings themselves, can prove to 
be a visually dramatic and functional addition. 
Each of these bridges has become a signature 
aspect of the buildings to which it connects, 
and all have improved the overall connectiv-
ity of the schools themselves, providing an 
easier means of transporting students and 
faculty across campus, but also providing a 
more unified campus environment overall. 
From the structural engineer’s perspective, 
the pedestrian bridge is an opportunity to 
provide design services for elements such 
as long spans and trusses that may not be 
encountered in typical building construction. 
�  

Knapp Center for Biomedical 
Discovery, University of Chicago

Architect
Zimmer, Gunsul, Fransca Architects LLP, 
Los Angeles

Structural Engineer
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc., Chicago                    
(AISC Member)

Steel Fabricator
Zalk Josephs Fabricators, LLC, 
Stoughton, Wis. (AISC Member)

General Contractor
Turner Construction, Chicago

Richard and Barbara Silverman Hall 
for Molecular Therapeutics and 
Diagnostics, Northwestern University

Architect
Zimmer, Gunsul, Fransca Architects LLP, 
Los Angeles

Structural Engineer
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc., Chicago                             
(AISC Member)

Steel Detailer
Waukegan Steel Sales, Inc., Waukegan, 
Ill. (AISC Member)

Steel Erector
Area Erectors, Wheeling, Ill.                            
(IMPACT and TAUC Member)

General Contractor
Turner Construction, Chicago

Health Careers and Natural Sciences 
Building, College of Dupage

Architect
Hellmuth, Obata + Kassabaum (HOK), 
Inc., Chicago

Structural Engineer
Thornton Tomasetti, Inc., Chicago                             
(AISC Member)

Steel Fabricator and Detailer
LeJeune Steel Co., Minneapolis                       
(AISC Member)

General Contractor
Gilbane Building Co., Chicago

Caption: Architecturally exposed HSS sec-
tions form the verticals and diagonals of 
the trusses on this bridge linking the Health 
Careers and Natural Sciences building to the 
student union at the College of DuPage.


